What is love?  I imagine that we all have ideas of what love is.  We may have songs that help us to better understand love, or images or experiences that speak to us of love.  Jesus, in John’s Gospel Lesson for today, speaks of love as the care a shepherd has for a shepherd’s sheep.  He gives us this example because there are times when a shepherd may give his or her life for the flock.  Jesus did just that as He gave His life for us, His sheep.  As followers of Jesus, we are challenged to live as Jesus did.  Can we love in this same way?
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Welcome
 Chorus of Welcome                                        “The Family of God”

I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

 Call to Worship                                                                                              Psalm 23  (King James Version)
    The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

    He leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul:

    He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

    Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:

    for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.

    Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:

    Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

    Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life

    and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
 Opening Hymn                                      “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”                                         # 138
      The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness fails me never.
      I nothing lack if I am His, and He is mine forever.
      Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul He leading;
      and where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feeding.
      Confused and foolish, oft I strayed, but yet in love He sought me;

      and on His shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me.
      In death's dark vale I fear no ill, with you, dear Lord, beside me;
      your rod and staff my comfort still, your cross before to guide me.
      You spread a table in my sight; your saving grace bestowing;

      and oh, what transport of delight from your pure chalice flowing!
      And so through all the length of days, your goodness fails me never;
      Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise within Your house forever.
 Opening Prayer                                                                                                       Psalm 23  (The Message)
      God, my shepherd!  I don’t need a thing.
     You have bedded me down in lush meadows, You find me quiet pools to drink from.
     True to your word, You let me catch my breath and send me in the right direction.
     Even when the way goes through Death Valley, I’m not afraid when You walk at my side.
     Your trusty shepherd’s crook makes me feel secure.
     You serve me a six-course dinner right in front of my enemies.
     You revive my drooping head; my cup brims with blessing.
     Your beauty and love chase after me every day of my life.
     I’m back home in the house of God for the rest of my life.  Amen.

Children’s Message
Joys & Concerns………………….……..Gathered Prayer…………………………The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
   
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our (debts / trespasses)

as we forgive (our debtors / those who trespass against us).  And lead us not  into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Gifts and Offerings                                                                                                                  The Doxology

                                                 “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                                          # 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

   The Offertory Prayer

 Hymn                                              “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”                                                 # 381
    Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care;

    in thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use thy folds prepare.
    Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  Thou hast bought us, thine we are. (X2)

    We are thine, who thou befriends us, be the guardian of our way;
    keep thy flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray.
    Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  Hear, O hear us when we pray. (X2)

    Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be;

    thou hast mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse and power to free.
    Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  Early let us turn to thee. (X2)

    Early let us seek thy favor, early let us do thy will; 

    blessed Lord and only Savior, with thy love our beings fill.
    Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  Thou hast loved us, love us still. (X2)
    
Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                    St. John 10:11-18
    [Jesus said] 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
    12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming,

    he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it.
    13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
    14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me

    and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep

    that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice,

    and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me

    is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down

    of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.

    This command I received from my Father.”
 Sermon                                                                                                                                          “Love Is…”
 Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                       The Apostles’ Creed
      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord: who was conceived
      by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;
      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Hymn                                                             “He Leadeth Me”                                                               # 128
    He leadeth me: O blessed thought!  O words with heavenly comfort fraught!

    Whate'er I do, where'er I be, still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me.
      Refrain: He leadeth me, he leadeth me, by his own hand he leadeth me;
                    his faithful follower I would be, for by his hand he leadeth me.
    Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom, sometimes where Eden's bowers bloom,
    by waters still, o'er troubled sea, still 'tis his hand that leadeth me.  Refrain
    Lord, I would press my hand in thine, nor ever murmur nor repine;

    content, whatever lot I see, since 'tis my God that leadeth me.  Refrain
    And when my task on earth is done, when by thy grace the victory's won,
    e'en death's cold wave I will not flee, since God through Jordan leadeth me.  Refrain
    For by his hand he leadeth me.
Benediction

Quiet Meditation, Reflection, and Prayer
Choral Benediction                                                “Because He Lives”                                                 # 364
      ……Because He lives, I can face tomorrow; because He lives, all fear is gone;

      because I know He holds the future, and life is worth the living just because He lives.

                               And life is worth the living just because He lives
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Sunday, Apr 25 
4th Sunday of Easter 

John 10:11-18 - Acts 4:5-12

Psalm 23 - 1 John 3:16-24

Sunday, May 02 
5th Sunday of Easter 

John 15:1-8 - Acts 8:26-40

Psalm 22:25-31 - 1 John 4:7-21, 

We Gather Together!
In person worship begins at Crescentville UMC on Sunday, May 2nd at 10:30 AM

This invitation is open to all, especially including those from Frankford Memorial UMC. Services will continue to be live on Zoom, and available later by video on Facebook, YouTube and our website.   

As we open our sanctuary for worship, we are required by CDC guidelines to respect the number allowed into the sanctuary with safe social distancing.  In order to do this, we are asking for you to register if you wish to come into church for worship.

 Please register each person individually.

You can register online at https://www.crescentvilleumc.com/event-details/in-sanctuary-worship-at-crescentville-umc-may-2-2021 or call Sue Creevey 

at 267-847-6029.  (If no answer, please leave a call back number).

Registration for the May 2nd service will close by 6PM on Saturday, May 1st.

These are the current guidelines for our in person services:

· Limit attendance to approximately 30 people in building 

· Pre-registration required
· Use Narthex entrance unless handicapped access required

· Health check at door for symptomatic illness or significant covid exposure

· 100% masking at all times when in building (cover nose and mouth) for all             individuals except children under 2 years of age.

· 6ft spacing in sanctuary with 20ft spacing from pastor or service leader during             service

· Use every 3rd pew only. Maintain 6ft spacing with individuals who are not usual              maskless contacts (“in your bubble”) 

· No use of bathroom other than emergency use

· No singing in building

· No eating or drinking while in building

· One offering plate/collection device per occupied row 

· Windows in sanctuary open and fans by choir closet and bathroom to increase           air exchange

· After service exit by row via closest exit (Narthex or “handicapped” entrance) with            attempt to maintain 6ft distancing from individuals who are not usual maskless           contacts (“in your bubble”)

· Individuals encouraged to congregate outside of church after service

· Sanctuary will not be used for 4 days after service completed

· Use of hand sanitizer encouraged

If you have any questions, please send them by email to: crescentvilleumc@gmail.com
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