Why are we here today?  And where is “here”?  John tells us that we are the children of God.  Another word for that is “church.”  Hopefully, we can be reminded today that we don’t “go to church”, but we ARE the church!  We began from a group of believers who witnessed the risen Christ; a group of Jesus’ followers who, even though they saw Him after He was raised, had a hard time believing what (who) they were seeing.  Later, graced and equipped with God’s gift of the Holy Spirit, these same followers began to proclaim that Jesus IS alive, making His message of love and forgiveness something to consider important.
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3rd Sunday of Easter                                                                                                                April 18, 2021
Welcome
 Chorus of Welcome                                        “The Family of God”

I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

 Call to Worship                                                                                                                                 1 John 3
    See how much the Father has loved us! His love is so great that we are called God's children

    and so, in fact, we are. This is why the world does not know us: it has not known God.

    My dear friends, we are now God's children, but it is not yet clear what we shall become.

    But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, because we shall see him

    as he really is.  Everyone who has this hope in Christ keeps himself pure, just as Christ is pure.
 Opening Hymn                                                  “We Are the Church”                                                    # 558
      Refrain:  I am the church!  You are the church!  We are the church together!

                    All who follow Jesus, all around the world!  Yes, we’re the church together!
            The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple,

            the church is not a resting place, the church is a people.                        Refrain
            We’re many kinds of people, with many kinds of faces,

            all colors and all ages, too, from all times and places.                            Refrain
            And when the people gather, there’s singing and there’s praying,

            there’s laughing and there’s crying sometimes, all of it saying.              Refrain
            At Pentecost some people received the Holy Spirit

            and told the Good News through the world to all who would hear it.      Refrain
 Opening Prayer
      O God, whose blessed Son made Himself known to His disciples in the breaking of the bread:
      Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold Him in all His redeeming work;

      who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Children’s Message
Joys & Concerns………………….……..Gathered Prayer…………………………The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
   
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our (debts / trespasses)

as we forgive (our debtors / those who trespass against us).  And lead us not  into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Gifts and Offerings                                                                                                                  The Doxology

                                                 “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                                          # 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

   The Offertory Prayer

 Hymn                                              “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”                                                # 306
      Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
The strife is o'er, the battle done; the victory of life is won; the song of triumph has begun:  Alleluia!
The powers of death have done their worst, but Christ their legions hath dispersed;

let shouts of holy joy outburst:  Alleluia!
The three sad days are quickly sped; Christ  rises glorious from the dead;

all glory to our risen Head!  Alleluia!
Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee, from death's dread sting thy servants free,

that we may live, and sing to thee:  Alleluia!
      Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                  St. Luke 24:36b-49
    Jesus appeared to them and said, “Peace be with you.” They thought they were seeing a ghost

    and were scared half to death. He continued with them, “Don’t be upset,

    and don’t let all these doubting questions take over. Look at my hands; look at my feet—it’s really me.

    Touch me. Look me over from head to toe. A ghost doesn’t have muscle and bone like this.”

    As he said this, he showed them his hands and feet. They still couldn’t believe what they were seeing.

    It was too much; it seemed too good to be true.
    He asked, “Do you have any food here?” They gave him a piece of leftover fish they had cooked.

    He took it and ate it right before their eyes.

    Then he said, “Everything I told you while I was with you comes to this: All the things written about me

    in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets, and in the Psalms have to be fulfilled.”
    He went on to open their understanding of the Word of God, showing them how to read their Bibles

    this way. He said, “You can see now how it is written that the Messiah suffers, rises from the dead

    on the third day, and then a total life-change through the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed in his name

    to all nations—starting from here, from Jerusalem! You’re the first to hear and see it.

    You’re the witnesses. What comes next is very important: I am sending what my Father promised to you,

    so stay here in the city until he arrives, until you’re equipped with power from on high.”

 Sermon                                                                                                                     “Too Good to Be True?”
 Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                       The Apostles’ Creed
      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord: who was conceived
      by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;
      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Hymn                                                      “Go Make of All Disciples”                                                        # 571
      “Go make of all disciples.”  We hear the call, O Lord, that comes from Thee, our Father,

     and Thy eternal Word.  Inspire our ways of learning through earnest, fervent prayer,

      and let our daily living reveal Thee everywhere.
      “Go make of all disciples.”  We at Thy feet would stay until each life’s vocation accents Thy holy way.

      We cultivate the nature God plants in every heart, revealing in our witness the Master Teacher’s art.

      “Go make of all disciples.”  We welcome Thy command.  “Lo, I am with you always,”

      we take Thy guiding hand.  The task looms large before us; we follow without fear;

      in heaven and earth Thy power shall bring God’s kingdom here.
Benediction

Quiet Meditation, Reflection, and Prayer
Choral Benediction                                                “Because He Lives”                                                 # 364
      ……Because He lives, I can face tomorrow; because He lives, all fear is gone;

      because I know He holds the future, and life is worth the living just because He lives.
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Sunday, Apr 18 
3rd Sunday of Easter  
Luke 24:36b-48 - Acts 3:12-19

Psalm 4 - 1 John 3:1-7 

Sunday, Apr 25 
4th Sunday of Easter 

John 10:11-18 - Acts 4:5-12

Psalm 23 - 1 John 3:16-24
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