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"Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me."   Psalm 51:12
Crescentville & Frankford Memorial United Methodist Churches
3rd   Week of Advent
                  December 13, 2020
Welcome
 Chorus of Welcome                                        “The Family of God”

I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

Call to Worship                                                                                                  Based on Isaiah 61:1-3        
This is the season of holy waiting.  We wait for the One whose word can set captives free.  We watch for the day when all who mourn will know gladness and praise. We wait while the dawning light appears on the horizon.  Come let us walk in the light of God!

Opening Hymn         

 Hail to the Lord's Anointed  



   
   # 203

Hail to the Lord's Anointed, great David's greater Son!

Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free;

to take away transgression, and rule in equity.

Hail to the Lord!  Hail to the Lord!

He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong;

to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong;

to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light,

whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in his sight.

Hail to the Lord!  Hail to the Lord!
                          
Advent Candle Lighting    
Psalm 126:2-3    Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy.

Then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.”

The Lord has done great things for us,  and we are filled with joy.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24    Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not treat prophecies with contempt, but test them all; hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.

Jesus is coming and we are preparing to welcome him again into the world and into our lives. We light the Advent candles to celebrate the gifts we are given and to name the gifts we can offer to others.

Last Sunday, the candle of peace was lit. We light it and the candle of hope, being thankful for these Advent gifts.

PLEASE LIGHT YOUR FIRST TWO CANDLES
The psalmist says that when the people saw the great things that God had done, they rejoiced with mouths filled with laughter and shouts of joy. Jesus tells us to rejoice and to nourish, not quench, our spirit. Christians are called to be thankful and joyful people!

Today, we light the third candle of Advent, the candle of joy.
PLEASE LIGHT YOUR THIRD CANDLE

This small candle of joy has great power. Touch it to dry kindling and a campfire springs to life, bringing warmth and light to a circle of happy faces. This day, we remember the joy and wonder of Mary and Elizabeth, and the angels singing joy to the world. We are thankful for the joy we experience especially in this season.              

Choral Response: “The Light Of The World Is Jesus”

Ye dwellers in darkness with sin-blinded eyes, The Light of the world is Jesus!

Go, wash at His bidding, and light will arise; The Light of the world is Jesus!

        Refrain:
Come to the light, ’tis shining for thee; Sweetly the light has dawned upon me;

                     Once I was blind, but now I can see: The Light of the world is Jesus!
Joy is a gift we can share with others. Through example and through deed, our joyful living and faithful living spread happiness to others. There’s no greater light than the light of His righteousness with which we must light up everyone in our world.  Let the Gospel-fire burn in us, and through us; let us be the light and joy of the world!

Prayer 

Loving God, we thank you for the joy you give to our lives in so many ways. As we anticipate once more the arrival of Jesus in the world, we celebrate with joy. Help us today and every day to be grateful, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing joy with others. We ask it in the name of Jesus Christ, born of Mary. Amen

Choral Response:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free;  Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;

From depths of hell Thy people save, And give them victory over the grave.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Children’s Message                                                                                                           Sue Snyder
Joys & Concerns………………….……..Gathered Prayer…………………………The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
   
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our (debts / trespasses)

as we forgive (our debtors / those who trespass against us).  And lead us not  into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Gifts and Offerings
  The Doxology                    “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”               

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below,

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

   The Offertory Prayer
Hymn                                                   Christ Is The World’s Light                                     # 188

Christ is the world's Light, Christ and none other; born in our darkness, he became our brother.

If we have seen him, we have seen the Father: Glory to God on high.

Christ is the world's Peace, Christ and none other; no one can serve him and despise his brother

who else unites us, one with God the Father? Glory to God on high.

Give God the glory, God and none other; Give God the glory, Spirit, Son and Father;

Give God the glory, God with us my brother: Glory to God on high.

Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                 John 1:6-8, 19-28
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.”

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?”

He answered, “No.” 22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”

24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 “I baptize with[c] water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”  28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Sermon                                     
       “Sent From God”
                                       Pastor Bob Everett
Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                       The Apostles’ Creed
      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord: who was conceived
      by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;
      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Hymn                               I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light                                      # 206

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus,

God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus.

Clear sun of righteousness shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father.                                         
Benediction                                  
Choral Benediction                       Jesus, The Light Of The World
We’ll ……….    walk in the light, beautiful light.  
Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.

Shine all around us by day and by night. Jesus, the light of the world.

Shine all around us by day and by night…. Jesus, the light of the world
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Lectionary scripture readings:

Sunday, Dec 13 
3rd Sunday of Advent Year B

John 1:6-8, 19-28  -  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

 


Psalm 126  -  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Sunday, Dec 20 
4th Sunday of Advent Year B

Luke 1:26-38  -  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Luke 1:47-55  -   Romans 16:25-27
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