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"In him was life, and that life was the light of men."  John 1:4, 
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Christmas Eve
                 December 24, 2020
Pastor Bob Everett  & Pastor Rev. Randy Brubaker

Welcome
Chorus of  Welcome                                 “O Holy Night”                                                   Pastor Randy
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth;

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 'Till he appears and the soul felt its worth.

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn;

Chorus:   Fall on your knees, Oh hear the angel voices! O night divine! 
    O night when Christ was born. O night, O holy night, O night divine.
Call to Worship                                                                                                  Based on Luke 2:10,14  
This is the season of holy waiting.  On this night, we hear the angel say, “Do not be afraid.” On this night we sing with the angels, “Glory to God in the highest!” On this night the light of God fills the heavens and illumines the earth. Come let us walk in the light of God!
Opening Hymn                                         O Come All Ye Faithful                                                 # 234

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain: 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, O Sing, all ye bright hosts heav'n above: 

"Glory to God, all glory in the highest!" [Refrain]

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; [Refrain]

Lighting  of The Christ Candle      
Jesus comes tonight, and we are prepared to welcome him again into the world and into our lives. We light the Advent candles to celebrate the gifts we are given and to name the gifts we can offer to others.

Last Sunday, we lit the candle of love. We light it and the candles of hope, peace, and joy again in gratitude.
PLEASE LIGHT ALL FOUR OF YOUR CANDLES
Now we light our last candle to remember the birth of Jesus Christ.

PLEASE LIGHT YOUR FIFTH CANDLE
We light the Christ candle to remind us that the light of the world was born this night. See the light of our Advent gifts all come to us in Jesus.

(a moment of silence to enjoy the brightness of the five candles)

Choral Response: “The Light Of The World Is Jesus”
No darkness have we who in Jesus abide; The Light of the world is Jesus!

We walk in the light when we follow our Guide! The Light of the world is Jesus!

         

        Refrain:   
                                   Come to the light, ’tis shining for thee; Sweetly the light has dawned upon me;

                                   Once I was blind, but now I can see: The Light of the world is Jesus!

As we celebrate Christ’s birthday with all his people everywhere, we seek to bring God’s light into the lives of those around us. We believe we can work together in our church to help create a better world. 

Prayer 

God, we thank you for your great gift of Jesus. Help us to spread hope, peace, joy, and love in the world by the way we live and give, and in the things we do and say. Amen
Choral Response: “Jesus The Light Of The World”

              Hark! the herald angels sing. Jesus, the light of the world.

              Glory to the newborn King,  Jesus, the light of the world.
 Refrain: We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light. Come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright.

                                    Shine all around us by day and by night.  Jesus, the light of the world.

              Christ, by highest heav'n adored.   Jesus, the light of the world.

              Christ, the everlasting Lord, Jesus, the light of the world. [Refrain]

              Shine all around us by day and by night.  Jesus, the light of the world.

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
               Bible Readings New Revised Standard Version
FIRST LESSON  -  The Angel Gabriel Visits Mary  -  St. Luke 1:26 33            Read By Cass Cassiano
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”[a] 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
CAROL                                              “The First One Ever”  UMH # 276                   Vocals By Mary Hom     
 The first one ever, ever to know of the birth of Jesus was the Maid Mary,

was Mary the Maid of Galilee, and blessed is she, is she who believes.

O blessed is she who believes in the Lord, oh blessed is she who believes.

She was Mary the Maid of Galilee, and blessed is she, is she who believes.

SECOND LESSON  -  Jesus’ Birth Foretold  - St. Luke 1:34-38                           Read By Ryan Prince
4 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”[a] 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born[b] will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
CAROL                  “What Child Is This?”    UMH # 219                   Vocals by Sherma and Ryan Prince    
What Child is this who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, While shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary.
Why lies He in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,The cross be borne for me, for you;

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The Babe, the Son of Mary.
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, Come peasant, king to own Him;

The King of kings salvation brings, Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Raise, raise a song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby;

Joy, joy for Christ is born, The Babe, the Son of Mary.                      
THIRD LESSON  -  Mary and Joseph Go to Bethlehem  - St. Luke 2:1-5        Read By Gerry Rozanski
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
CAROL                 “O Little Town Of Bethlehem  UMH # 230”                     Vocals by Larry Shallcross
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light.

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n.

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!
FOURTH LESSON  - The Birth in the Manger  -  St. Luke 2:6-7                            Read By Carol Evans
6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
CAROL                         “ Away In A Manger”   UMH #217                          Vocals by the Saloky Family
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.

I love you, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky And stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.

Bless all the dear children in your tender care, And fit us for heaven, to live with you there

FIFTH LESSON  - The Angels’ Song  -  St. Luke 2:8 14                                     Read By Terry Heiser
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[a] the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,[b] praising God and saying,14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[c]
CAROL     “Angels We Have Heard On High” UMH # 238      Vocals By Pat Raymond & Sandy Heiser
SIXTH LESSON  -  The Shepherds’ Response  -  St. Luke 2:15‑18   Read By Ethel Marvey Jjohn
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
CAROL                 “Go Tell It On The Mountain” UMH # 251                   Vocals By The Paye Family
Refrain:  Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and everywhere;

    Go, tell it on the mountain, That Jesus Christ is born.
While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night,

Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. (Refrain)

The shepherds feared and trembled, When lo! above the earth

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed the Savior’s birth. (Refrain)
Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born,

And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn.(Refrain)
OFFERTORY                                 “In The Bleak Mid Winter”                                           Pastor Randy






CHRISTMAS  MESSAGE







                           Pastor Bob 
*SERVICE OF CANDLE LIGHTING
St. Luke 2:19-20 (NRSV)   “But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
                                            The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
                                             heard and seen, as it had been told them.”
CAROL      “Silent Night”                        
Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright, 
'Round yon virgin Mother and Child, Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories stream from heaven afar; Heavenly hosts sing Al-le-lu-ia!
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth

SENDING FORTH AND BENEDICTION



CHORAL BENEDICTON                             “O Holy Night”                                            Pastor Randy
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming; with glowing hearts by his cradle we stand:

So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, here come the wise men from Orient land,

The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger, in all our trials born to be our friend;

He knows our need, To our weakness is no stranger!  
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend!  Behold your King! Your King, before him bend!

Truly He taught us to love one another; His law is Love and His gospel is Peace;

Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, and in his name all oppression shall cease,

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful Chorus raise we; let all within us praise his Holy name!

Christ is the Lord, oh praise His name forever His pow'r and glory, evermore proclaim!

           His pow'r and glory, evermore proclaim!
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