[image: image1.jpg]| From Pastor Bob
b An encouraging ¢
| scripture message |
i from the Bible





"Above all, love each other deeply, 
because love covers a multitude of sins."   1 Peter 4:8
Crescentville & Frankford Memorial United Methodist Churches
4th Week of Advent
                           December 20, 2020
Welcome
 Chorus of Welcome                                        “The Family of God”

I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

Call to Worship                                                                                                  Based on Luke 1:47-52  
This is the season of holy waiting. We watch for the One who scatters the proud and lifts up the lowly.  We wait for the day when our spirits will rejoice to know God’s favor. We watch while the light of day begins to fill the sky. Come let us walk in the light of God!
Opening Hymn         
  
  My Soul Gives Glory To My God                                            # 198

My soul gives glory to my God, my heart pours out its praise.

God lifted up my lowliness in many marvelous ways.

Love casts the mighty from their thrones, promotes the insecure,

Leaves hungry spirits satisfied; the rich seem suddenly poor.

Praise God, whose loving covenant supports those in distress,

Remembering past promises with present faithfulness. 

Advent Candle Lighting 

Psalm 89:1-4  I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known

through all generations.   I will declare that your love stands firm forever,  that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself.   You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant, ‘I will establish your line forever and make your throne firm through all generations.’”

Luke 1:47-55   And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.  From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me, holy is his name.  His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation.  He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.  He has brought down rulers from their thrones  but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.”

Jesus is coming and we are preparing to welcome him again into the world and into our lives. We light the Advent candles to celebrate the gifts we are given and to name the gifts we can offer to others.

Last Sunday, we lit the candle of joy. We light it and the candles of hope and peace again in gratitude.

PLEASE LIGHT YOUR FIRST THREE CANDLES
The psalmist sings of God’s steadfast love, God’s faithfulness as firm as the heavens. The gospel describes God’s love: it blesses us; it is merciful, strong and protective; it is benevolent and true.

The fourth candle of Advent is the candle of love. Jesus shows us God’s perfect love.

PLEASE LIGHT YOUR FOURTH CANDLE
Just as a candle shines a welcome in a window, so God’s love invites and welcomes us home. Just as the glow of birthday candles reflects love and celebration, God’s gift of Jesus reflects the greatest love for us. 

Choral Response:  “The Light Of The World Is Jesus”

No need of the sunlight in Heaven we’re told; The Light of the world is Jesus!

The Lamb is the Light in the city of gold, The Light of the world is Jesus!

        Refrain:
Come to the light, ’tis shining for thee; Sweetly the light has dawned upon me;

                      Once I was blind, but now I can see: The Light of the world is Jesus!
Love is also a gift we give to others. Through the example of God’s perfect love, we offer love to others that is patient, kind, respectful, and enduring. There’s no greater light than the light of His righteousness with which we must light up everyone in our world.  Let the Gospel-fire burn in us, and through us; let us be the light and love of the world!

Prayer 

Loving God, we thank you for your gift of love shown to us perfectly in Jesus. You have given us so much. Help us to give to those who need our gifts. Help us today and every day to be grateful, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing joy with others. We ask it in the name of the one born for us. Amen
Choral Response:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Children’s Message                                                                                                           Sue Snyder
Joys & Concerns………………….……..Gathered Prayer…………………………The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
   
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our (debts / trespasses)

as we forgive (our debtors / those who trespass against us).  And lead us not  into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
Gifts and Offerings
  The Doxology                    “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”               

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below,

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

   The Offertory Prayer
Hymn                                                To A Maid Engaged To Joseph vs 1-3                                       # 215
To a maid engaged to Joseph, The angel Gabriel came.

Fear not, the angel told her, “I come to bring good news,

Good news I come to tell you, Good news, I say, good news.

For you are highly favored by the God the Lord of all,

Who even now is with you. You are on earth most blest.

You are most blest, most blessèd, God chose you, you are blest!

But Mary was most troubled to hear the angel’s word.

What was the angel saying? It troubled her to hear,

To hear the angel’s message, It troubled her to hear.

Gospel Lesson                         The Birth of Jesus Foretold                 Luke 1:26-38                                                                                                          
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”  29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”  34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”  38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.  
Sermon                                              
“Let It Be”
                                  Pastor Rev. Randy Brubaker
Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                       The Apostles’ Creed
      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord: who was conceived
      by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;
      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Hymn                                        To A Maid Engaged To Joseph vs 4-6                                             # 215

Fear not, for God is with you, And you shall bear a child.

His name shall be called Jesus, God’s offspring from on high.

And he shall reign forever, Forever reign on high.

How shall this be? said Mary, I am not yet a wife.

The angel answered quickly, The power of the Most High

Will come upon you shortly, Your child will be God’s child.

As Mary heard the angel, She wondered at his words.

Behold, I am your handmaid, she said unto her God.

So be it; I am ready according to your word.                                                
Benediction                                  
Choral Benediction                       Jesus, The Light Of The World
We’ll ……….    walk in the light, beautiful light.  
Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.

Shine all around us by day and by night. Jesus, the light of the world.

Shine all around us by day and by night…. Jesus, the light of the world
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